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The	Scots	Pines	of	Gillies	Hill:	a	Possible	Relict	Population:	A	Talk	by	Peggy	Edwards

Yes, Peggy Edwards is back to give us an update on her 
work on this native habitat in Stirling, Scotland. Scots 

pine, the iconic tree of the Scottish Highlands, is only one of 
three conifers native to Scotland (the other two are yew and 
common juniper).  Due to gradual climate change over the 
millennia and historical deforestation, the ancient Caledonian 
pine forest currently covers only 17,000 hectares – 1% of the 
estimated 1.5 million hectares of its original range – and they 
occur in several separate, isolated remnants. Peggy’s talk will 
cover the history and causes of the pine’s demise and current 
reforestation efforts with particular emphasis on the discovery 
of a possible relict population of pines on Gillies Hill of the 
Carse of Stirling.

Born and raised on the Central Coast of California, Peggy has 
a degree in Environmental Studies from U.C. Berkeley and 
a graduate Certificate in Natural Science Illustration from 

UCSC.  She has worked as a field botanist in the Sierra Nevada 
for the USFS; and has taught grades K-8, high school science, 
and community college courses in Forestry and Environmen-
tal Science. She currently divides her time between the Central 
Coast, the 
Sierra Nevada, 
and Scotland 
where she has 
been work-
ing with the 
community 
of Cambus-
barron to help 
save Gillies 
Hill, a “crag 
and tail”  
formation on the Carse of Stirling. •

Continued on Page 2
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Rare	Robust	Spineflower	Flourishing	at	Branciforte	Creek	Housing	Development
Debbie Bulger

The remarkable resurgence of the 
federally-listed robust spineflow-

er (Chorizanthe robusta var. robusta) 
at a Santa Cruz housing development 
site near Branciforte Creek is testi-
mony to the hard work and dedica-
tion of CNPS members, our attorney, 
Bill Parkin, and the resiliency of 
Mother Nature when given half a 
chance.

The biologist’s report of 55,500 spine-
flower plants for both 2012 and 2013 
delighted CNPS. Historic records for 
this population varied between 250 to just over 1000 plants.

The story began in 2007 when CNPS sued the developer in or-
der to gain protections for the spineflower. A settlement in the 
case provided a 2.5-acre fenced reserve for the endemic plant 

including a protective buffer, specific 
rules restricting irrigation and excess 
winter runoff, and removal of invasive 
Tree of Heaven (Ailanthus altissima) 
among other measures.

When the original developer filed for 
bankruptcy in the economic turndown, 
KB Homes bought the property and met 
with CNPS and our attorney regarding 
the settlement requirements.

In October 2012 CNPS members met 
on the property with representatives of 

KB Homes and the City of Santa Cruz to assess the spineflower 
recovery. CNPS members Vince Cheap, Grey Hayes, Suzanne 
Schettler, Deanna Giuliano, and Debbie Bulger attended. The 
assessment by CNPS members at that time showed good 
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progress in habitat restoration. However, much more work 
needed to be done.

In the following months the CNPS Conservation Committee 
reviewed the conditions of the Settlement Agreement and 
communicated with the habitat manager (Jeff Olberding) hired 
by the Homeowners Association. The Chapter Board designat-
ed Grey Hayes as our contact with the site habitat manager.

Winter	Bloomers
Deanna Giuliano

Winter can be stark and cold, yet some of our local natives 
are at peak bloom during the winter months. The plants listed 
below are not only beautiful to behold, they also provide food 
for local fauna, especially hummingbirds. We are especially 
fortunate to have so many local species of manzanita (Arcto-
staphylos). Look for all these on your hikes. You can also find 
some of them in nurseries, to add to your garden.

  Arctostaphylos andersonii
  Arctostaphylos canescens
  Arctostaphylos crustacea subsp. crinita
  Arctostaphylos glutinosa
  Arctostaphylos hookeri subsp. hookeri
  Arctostaphylos ohloneana
  Arctostaphylos sensitiva
  Arctostaphylos silvicola
  Cardamine californica
  Garrya eliptica
  Ceanothus cuneatus
  Ceanothus incanus
  Ceanothus papillosus
  Ceanothus thyrsiflorus
  Cynoglossum grande
  Epilobium canum
  Ribes aureum
  Ribes californicum
  Ribes divericatum
  Ribes malvaceum
  Ribes menzesii
  Ribes sanguineum var. glutinosum  •

Denise	Polk	Honored	with	a	Volunteer	
Recognition	Award

Denise Polk 
retired 

from her prop-
agation group 
leadership role 
a few months 
ago, and CNPS 
has honored her 
with volunteer 
recognition 
awards at the 
state and local 
chapter levels. 
Brett Hall made 
presentations at our last chapter meeting and at the Chapter 
Council Meeting, December 7. Denise will receive her awards 
at the Jan 19 propagation session, around 11:45.

Denise took over the chapter’s plant propagation responsibili-
ties in April 1992, when the group moved from Nevin Smith’s 
Wintergreen Nursery in Corralitos to Suncrest Nursery, which 
still very kindly hosts our group. 

Supported by her co-leader Mike Luther, Denise managed 
the plants, the planting schedules, and training of volunteers, 
many of whom are now expert propagators themselves. We 
only really learned how much Denise was doing for the group 
when we tried to fill her shoes: it now takes a committee to 
help Mike run this crucial program.

You may also have seen Denise at the annual Scotts Valley Gar-
den Faire, beginning in 2006. She recruited volunteers to set 
up and staff the booth and arranged plants and materials into 
a beautiful display that attracted many visitors to the booth—
where of course she provided great information.

Our chapter gives a wholehearted THANK YOU to Denise for 
so many years of dedication, skilled guidance and immense 
contribution to the success of the propagation program and for 
her wonderful outreach.  •

Spineflower cont.

The manager is monitoring the property four times a year as 
required, sampling for seedlings in the winter, assessing vege-
tation height in spring, surveying adult plants in summer, and 
seed set in the fall, among other assessments. Tree of Heaven 
was controlled for a second time in the spring of 2013.

Other conditions of the settlement have not been met, howev-
er, and the Conservation Committee continues to keep an eye 
on this project. Conditions which still need to be met include 
counting flower heads as well as plants, control of other in-
vasives in addition to Tree of Heaven, adaptive mowing, and 
control of damage to habitat by trespassers. We are working 
to ensure that ongoing fulfillment of settlement conditions is 
achieved.

The settlement and restoration are due in part to the generous 
donations of CNPS members. If you wish to make a tax de-
ductible donation for future conservation actions send a check 
made out to CNPS (see page 4 for details). •

Ribes malvaceum- Chaparral Currant
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Propagation	Group	Committee

The many duties formerly performed by Denise are now 
assumed by a committee of seven enthusiastic people, 

with Mike Luther in the lead. Everyone pitches in, but each 
committee member has a specific role besides. 

Karen Hildebrand is the group’s liaison with the plant sale 
committee. (We grow plants to sell, after all!) Linda Willis 
provides horticultural knowledge and support to both the 
plant sales and propagation group, and she also takes care of 
perennial seed propagation. Abbie Blair organizes the month-
ly propagation sessions. Ann Garside is working on spread-
sheets to be used in organizing the propagation process. Lise 
Peterson supervises volunteer activities during the propaga-
tion sessions to keep everything flowing along. She also keeps 
us in line at committee meetings! Jackie Pascoe provides writ-
ing services, and throws ideas around for plant sale themes. As 
you can see, it’s a great group of diverse talents. •

Chapter	Council	Highlights
CNPS has programs in conservation, education, horticulture, 
rare plants, and vegetation. Activities this quarter include: 

  Defining the CNPS response to calls for increased salvage 
logging on federal forested lands burned by wildfire.

  Developing eight educational workshops and an Activity 
Guide for youth.

  Developing horticulture symposia, garden tours, and a 
horticulture database.

  Launching a CNPS Rare Plant campaign fundraiser.
  Mapping and monitoring work in: Carrizo Plain, Channel 

Islands, Mojave Desert, Yosemite, Sonoma, and Southern 
Sierra Nevada Foothills —Wow! •

Upcoming	Events

Habitat	Restoration

Restoring native habitat in the parks and protected lands in 
Santa Cruz County, one (pulled) weed at a time! No prior 
work experience is necessary, just show up at the park. Wear 
comfortable layered clothing, bring something to drink, and 
lots of enthusiasm! Tools provided. Bring gloves. Contact Lin-
da Brodman for details: 831.462.4041, redwdrn@pacbell.net

The listed work days are all at Quail Hollow County Park.

  Saturday,	Jan	11,	10	am	to	1	pm
  Saturday,	Jan	25,	10	am	to	1	pm
  Saturday,	Feb	8,	10	am	to	1	pm
  Saturday,	Feb	22,	10	am	to	1	pm

Linda Brodman gave an inspiring presentation about the 
group’s work at Quail Hollow at the Central California Invasive 
Weeds Symposium on November 7! 

Santa	Cruz	County	Chapter	Field	Trips

Bring water, layers, sunscreen, hat and a lunch. Carpooling is 
encouraged, but not CNPS sponsored. Heavy rain cancels. See 
cruzcnps.org for late additions. Contact Deanna Giuliano for 
any questions: drosegiuliano@yahoo.com or 831.278.2699.

Sunday	January	25,	10am-2pm:	Treasures	of	Henry	Cowell	
SP. We will see our local endemic Arctostaphylos silvicola and 
Ribes divaricatum in their special habitat of the sandhills, and 
then meander through a controlled burn area to discover what 
is sprouting, on our way to the observation deck for a stunning 
view of Santa Cruz and the Monterey Bay. Our loop back will 
take us up Eagle creek. Hike is moderately strenuous (deep 
sand!) and about 4.5 to 5 miles round trip. Meet at Juvenile 
Hall parking lot off Graham Hill Rd. 

Saturday	February	15,	10am-2pm:	Ferns	of	Fall	Creek. Come 
frolic in the forest of Fall Creek on a fern foray! We will try 
and locate most of the 15 species of ferns that grow in the 
park. Hike will be leisurely, about 2.5 miles. Meet at the Henry 
Cowell Fall Creek Extension State Park parking lot on Felton 
Empire Rd in Felton. Bonus!! The 1st 10 people to show up get 
a key to the native ferns of Santa Cruz County!

Monterey	County	Chapter	Events

See http://montereybay.cnps.org/events-calendar for specifics.

CNPS	2015	Conservation	Conference	Offers	Registration	
Rebates	to	Volunteers

The CNPS 2015 Conservation Conference: 50 years of prog-
ress and promise will take place in San Jose, at the DoubleTree 
by Hilton, January 13-17, 2015. Right now we are seeking 
volunteers for key planning committees. Registration rebates 
are available for volunteers (must be current CNPS member). 
To find out more, contact Josie Crawford at jcrawford@cnps.
org or call (916) 447-2677. (Josie Crawford contributed.)

Other	Events:	19th	Annual	Bryophyte	Foray

Camp Campbell, Boulder Creek, March 28-31. Three days of 
field trips, collecting, discussion, teaching, and fun for experts 
and beginners alike. More information and registration forms 
can be found at www.bryolog.com. (Ken Kellman contributed)

Last, but not least, a big welcome to our new member,  
Carolyn Nathan! •



Join	the	Native	Plant	Society

Mail this form or go to cnps.org and click JOIN.

Name: _______________________________________
Address: ______________________________________
City, State, Zip: ________________________________
Phone: _______________________________________
Email: _______________________________________
Chapter Affiliation:  _____________________________

 ❒ Student/Limited Income $25
 ❒ Individual $45
 ❒ Family or Library $75
 ❒ Plant Lover $100
 ❒ Patron $300
 ❒ Benefactor $600
 ❒ Mariposa Lily $1500

Your contribution is tax deductible, minus $12 for the 
quarterly journal, Fremontia. Make your check payable to 
CNPS and send to: 
Membership Chair, CNPS, 2707 K Street, Suite 1,  
Sacramento, CA 95816

Regular	Chapter	Events  See newsletter for dates and details. 
Check cruzcnps.org for late additions. No experience needed.

Keying	Club  Before the general meeting, 5-7 pm. Learn plant 
keying skills.  (No keying club at January 2014 meeting.)

Mystery	Plant	ID  Before the general meeting, 7-7:30 pm. Bring 
your “Mystery Plants” for the keying group to ID. (Not in Jan.)

Native	Plant	Propagation  Meet at a nursery on the third Sun-
day of the month, 9 am till noon. Mike Luther, 688.3897.

Habitat	Restoration Help to keep invasives out! Linda Brod-
man, 462.4041, or redwdrn@pacbell.net. 

Field	Trips  Learn more as you hike! Deanna Giuliano,  
drosegiuliano@yahoo.com or 278.2699.

Volunteer	at	the	Herbarium		Thursdays 9:30 am till noon (car-
pool from Arboretum). Prepare plant collections. Al Keuter, 
akeuter@gmail.com
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CNPS	is	a	non-profit	organization	dedicated	to	the	
preservation	of	California	native	flora. CNPS has 
34 chapters throughout the state and membership 
is open to all persons – professional and amateur 
— with an interest in California’s native plants.  
Members have diverse interests including natural 
history, botany, ecology, conservation, photography, 
drawing, hiking, and gardening.  Your membership 
includes Fremontia, a quarterly journal with articles 
on all aspects of native plants; the Bulletin, a 
statewide report of activities and schedules; and the 
Cypress Cone.

Donations. In addition to membership, donations also 
enable us to work on behalf of native plants. Please 
send donations to: CNPS C/O Suzanne Schettler, P.O. 
Box 1622, Santa Cruz, CA 95061

Newsletter	contributions	welcomed!		
Deadlines are: Feb 14, Apr 18, June 16,  
Aug 18, Oct 18, Dec 15.
Like us on Facebook!  
https://www.facebook.com/cruzcnps

Renew	Membership	Online  Renew your CNPS membership 
online using a credit card. As an option, set it up to renew 
automatically year after year. It is quick, easy, convenient, and 
reduces renewal mailing costs. Go to www.cnps.org and click 
the JOIN button.


