
1

The Cypress Cone

Volume 37, No 4   www.cruzcnps.org July - August 2012

The newsletter of the California Native Plant Society
SANTA CRUZ COUNTY CHAPTER

General Membership Meeting

Enhancing Coastal Wilds:
Restoring the Coastal Zone in

 Central California
Bill Henry, Ph.D.

July 9, 2012
Speaker 7:30 pm

UCSC Arboretum Horticulture Building
Plant Keying Session 5:00 pm

Mystery Plant ID 7:00 pm

“One of many challenges in maintaining coastal lands with
native plant communities, vertebrate biodiversity and visual
aesthetic is “coastal squeeze”, where human infrastructure
restricts landward migration of coastlines. Within this
context I am interested in how to best maintain and create
coastal habitat to benefit both terrestrial and marine
organisms, such as seabirds, that are dependent on
terrestrial resources of the thin coastal belt. I will speak
about the history of regional coastal restoration efforts in
central California to protect coastal bluff communities and
a recent push to restore native plant community to West
Cliff Drive.

Dr. Henry received his degree in Ecology and
Evolutionary Biology at UCSC on the Consequences of
Range Expansion for the Laysan Albatross and is an
assistant scientist with the Institute of Marine Sciences at
UCSC. He is a project leader with Oikonos Ecosystem
Knowledge. He studies how adaptive processes and how
humans can preserve biodiversity by helping species
adjust to a changing environment. He and Dr. Josh
Adams with the USGS along with the City of Santa Cruz
and Oikonos staff recently initiated the West Cliff
Restoration Project, an effort restore the native coastal
bluff community and enhance seabird habitat along West
Cliff Drive.”  – Bill Henry

The Santa Cruz CNPS Keying Club
We will be having another keying club session starting
two hours before our general meeting.  Bring any
unknown plants that have been bothering you or we will
provide plants. Any plants of interest are welcomed. This
is a great way to learn the flora and an exciting
opportunity to start learning the 2nd edition of The
Jepson Manual.
From 7-7:30 will be open for mystery plants. RSVP is
not necessary but recommended for us to plan
accordingly. Contact: Deanna Giuliano 831- 335-4902 or
drosegiuliano@yahoo.com

Iceplant before the project All in! Time to grow...

Tubes of native plants
set outfor installation

Photographs by Jonathan Felis, USGS
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there were big colonies of this endangered species.  We
can look at the route of the controversial bike path, then
walk down to the swale at the head of the yacht harbor to
search for treasures among the marsh vegetation. Then for
dessert, a stroll along a shady street nearby to look at
some remarkable trees.  Meet at the end of Mentel Ave.
(South from Soquel Drive). Limit 20 people.

Saturday August 4   10:00 - 1:00
Sunset Beach Dunes and Marsh
An interesting complex of foredunes, high back dunes,
and a long marshy swale separating the two.  Lots of plant
and animal diversity and several endangered  species are
present, including robust spineflower.  And along the
marsh, some locally rare plants including indian hemp
and round-leaved hoita.  From Hwy 1, take Beach Road
toward the ocean, turn right on Shell Road and park at the
end. We will meet there.  Limit 20 people.

Saturday August 18 10:00 - 12:00
Lower San Lorenzo River
Every year, as the water level drops to its minimum, it
exposes sand bars and gravel beds where a luxurious
garden of semi-aquatic vegetation develops to blanket the
riverbed.  This seasonal flush of growth can include any
number of surprises (botanical or otherwise), being a
productive environment that is seldom visited by
botanists. Something unusual is almost guaranteed.  A
short easy walk. There will be few if any stickers, and
wading is not necessary.  Meet at the end of Felker Street
(West of Denny's, off Ocean St.)  Limit 20 people.

Saturday September 8    10:00 - 1:00
Cherryvale Ave., Soquel
 Soquel's answer to Ocean Street Extension.  A place with
the feel of a quieter time not that long ago, and a part of
your fearless leader's early home turf.  Leisurely walk
along the valley of Soquel Creek; roadside and riparian
botany, orchards with ripening fruit, nurseries, and
bucolic beauty.  About a one mile walk to the end of the
road.    Meet near the intersection of Main St. and
Cherryvale Avenue (Park along the side of Cherryvale
Ave, not Main St.)  Limit 20 people.

Saturday September 22  10:00 - 1:00
Natural Bridges and Antonelli Pond
A varied mix of grasslands, coastal scrub, riparian
thickets, marshy cove, creek mouth, beach and cliffs.  All
at the perfect time of year to catch the height of fall
songbird migration and the first incoming monarch
butterflies!  Good chance for bird aficionados to see rare
Eastern migrants, and of course a variety of water birds as
well.  Park and meet near the intersection of Delaware
Avenue and Natural Bridges Drive, at Antonelli Pond.
Limit 20 people.

Natural History Field Trip
Series with Randall Morgan
Come with legendary local naturalist Randall Morgan
assisted by renowned weed warrior Ken Moore to
selected hot spots in the Santa Cruz area and learn about
some of nature's little known wonders.  These walks will
cover all aspects of natural history including  botany,
birds, bugs, biogeography, general ecology, conservation,
habitat restoration, ethnobotany, wild foods, the native/
non-native issue, natural succession, land management/
restoration/enhancement (plus common mistakes and
misconceptions), gardening ideas, how to “read”
landscapes, and more!

To sign up for a trip, RSVP to Ken Moore,
ken@wildwork.org   Be sure to put the date or name of
the trip in the subject line.  Spaces will be reserved in the
order received. You will receive an email notification of
your status.  Ending times for field trips are an estimate;
they often run longer.  Please wear clothing that will not
attract stickers, and make sure you are free of any weed
seeds before coming!

This series of field trips is being provided to you at no
cost. However, your donations are needed to continue
offering this incomparable opportunity. This series may
be expanded and extended if sufficient support is
forthcoming.

For more about Randall Morgan: http://scicom.ucsc.edu/
publications/essays-profiles-pages/profile-rozendal.html

Saturday July 7  9:30 am – 3:00 pm
East Waddell Creek
 A truly spectacular spot with towering cliffs, huge in-
stream boulders, and lush riparian vegetation. Great
botanizing.  In particular, fragrant azaleas are in unusual
profusion this year. If we're lucky, we may even see
peregrine falcons soaring around the cliffs.  About 2 miles
total hiking distance.  We will be crossing a fairly large
creek on the way in and again coming back, so plan on
some reasonably agile stepping from rock to rock, or
wading in up to knee deep water.  You may want to bring
a walking staff, or wading shoes.  Meet in the parking lot
by Johnnie's Market (corner of Hwy 236 and Hwy 9 in
Boulder Creek).  We'll carpool to the trailhead from there.
if you have a vehicle that seats several people, that will
help. Limit 15 people.

Saturday July 21  10:00 - 1:00
Arana Gulch
This is an unusual situation of an undeveloped first
coastal terrace. Easy level walk along a path through
grassland to see if we can find the Santa Cruz tarplant in
flower. When the field was still being regularly grazed
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Habitat Restoration Team
We are a volunteer group working to restore native
habitat in the parks and protected lands in Santa Cruz
County. Our program provides an opportunity for people
to learn about the natural systems that surround them
while helping to restore special and wild places. No prior
work experience is necessary, just show up at the park.
We welcome individual volunteers from 8 to 80 years, as
well as special group projects. Wear comfortable layered
clothing, bring something to drink, and lots of
enthusiasm! We work rain or shine, but if things get
particularly unpleasant, we call it a day. Tools provided;
bring gloves.
Linda Brodman 831.462.4041, redwdrn@pacbell.net

 As always you can also check out ww.cruzcnps.org

July 7, 2012          10 am to 1 pm
Sunset Beach State Park

New Chapter Members
We are pleased to welcome our newest members. We’re
glad you’re here!

Mike Lynch
Jody Ayers
Eloise Naman
Bruce Stenman
John Balawejder
Steve Fletcher
Page and Gage Dayton
John King
Lynn Thoresnsen

New Species Discovered by
Local Botanists!
Our past field trip leader Ellen (né Holmes) Uhler
discovered an unusual bent grass a few years ago –
which turned out to be a new species!  Other local
botanists were also involved in the process of getting
Agrostis lacuna-vernalis  accepted as a new species.
If you are diligent – and lucky – perhaps you could spot
a new species too!

 This press release recently came out from the state
CNPS office:
 http://cnps.org/cnps/rareplants/inventory/update-
8th_ed.php

New CNPS Online Inventory (8th Edition) Update

Aaron E. Sims
May 2012

Inventory Update:

The featured proposed new addition to the CNPS
Inventory of Rare and Endangered Plants is vernal pool
bent grass (Agrostis lacuna-vernalis). Vernal pool bent
grass is an annual herb in the grass family (Poaceae) that
occurs in mima mound areas within or on the margins of
vernal pools. It was recently described by Peterson et al.
2011 (Journal of the Botanical Research Institute of
Texas 5(2): 421-426), and is known only from Butterfly
Valley (Fort Ord Army Military Base) and Machine Gun
Flats (Fort Ord Public Lands) on the Monterey
Peninsula.

Vernal pool bent grass was first discovered by Ellen
(Holmes) Uhler a few years ago, who showed some of
the plants to Randy Morgan, a Santa Cruz area botanist.
Unable to determine the identification of the plant,
Randall Morgan (along with Dylan Neubauer, David
Styer, and Vern Yadon) collected the diminutive grass in
May 2010, and submitted some to experts at the
Smithsonian Institution for viewing. It was consequently
described as new to science!

Vernal pool bent grass is a very rare and local endemic;
its known world distribution is estimated to fit roughly
within a 1 km circle (D. Styer personal communication
2012). Fortunately the plant lies on protected lands;
however, vernal pool bent grass is possibly threatened by
competition from non-native grasses and other plants,
habitat destruction from road building, off road vehicles,
livestock grazing, and adverse changes to drainage
patterns.

Due to its highly restricted distribution and habitat, as
well as possible threats, vernal pool bent grass is
currently being evaluated for addition to the CNPS
Inventory as California Rare Plant Rank (formerly List)
1B.1 - plants rare, threatened, or endangered in
California and elsewhere; seriously threatened in
California.

More information about Agrostis lacuna-vernalis can be
obtained by contacting the author at 916/324-3816,
asims@cnps.org.
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Join the California Native Plant Society!
New members receive a free backpack

Name:_________________________________

Address:_______________________________

City:___________________ State:___ Zip:____

Phone:_______________________________________

Email:________________________________________

Chapter (County) Affiliation: ________________

Please make your check payable to CNPS and
send to: Membership Chair, CNPS, 2707 K
Street, Suite 1, Sacramento, CA 95816

 Student/Limited Income $25
  Individual  $45
 Family or Library $75
 Plant Lover $100
 Patron $300
 Benefactor $600
 Mariposa Lily $1500

All dues and gifts to CNPS are tax deductible.

CNPS is a non-profit
organization dedicated to
the preservation of Califor-
nia native flora. CNPS has
31 chapters throughout the
state and membership is
open to all persons –
professional and amateur
— with an interest in
California’s native plants.
Members have diverse
interests including natural
history, botany, ecology,
conservation, photography,
drawing, hiking, and
gardening.  Your member-
ship includes Fremontia, a
quarterly journal with
articles on all aspects of
native plants; the Bulletin, a
statewide report of activi-
ties and schedules; and the
Cypress Cone.

Santa Cruz Chapter Board of Directors
President: Deanna Giuliano drosegiuliano@yahoo.com
Vice-President: Brett Hall  brett@ucsc.edu
Secretary: Kris Houser 462-6672, KrisHouser@sbcglobal.net
Treasurer:Suzanne Schettler  336-1745, SESchettler@gmail.com
Alternate Delegates: Karen Hildebrand, Kris Houser
Membership: Jenn Yost jennyost@gmail.com
Conservation: Chair: open - your name here?
Stephen McCabe 336-2141, smccabe@ucsc.edu; Brett Hall
Peggy Waters 336-9283; Debbie Bulger dfbulger@cruzio.com
Rare Plant Coordinator: R. Morgan 466-0680
Habitat Restoration: Linda Brodman 462-4041,
redwdrn@pacbell.net
Flora: Dylan Neubauer, dneubauer1111@gmail.com
Digital Video Outreach: Fred McPherson fredwood@cruzio.com
Legislation: open
Programs: Linda Brodman
Publicity/Outreach: Abbie Blair <arblair@cruzio.com>, Jackie
Pascoe <countrymoosie@gmail.com>
Field Trips: open
Newsletter: Charles Koester 335-9466, cnps@koester.com
Hospitality: Angel Guerzon 212-8359, angelguerzon@hotmail.com
Plant Sales: Karen Hildebrand 426-1172, Linda Willis 479-1535
Plant Propagation: Michael Luther 688-3897, 406 Semple Ave,
Aptos; Denise Polk 685-3235, dmpolk@cruzio.com
Poster Sales: Peggy Waters
Book Sales:  Jenn Yost jennyost@gmail.com
Chapter Publications. Grant/Scholarships: Janell Hillman
emerald@cruzio.com
Webmaster: Bill Malone billmalone@pacbell.net
Bryophytes: Ken Kellman kkellman@sbcglobal.net
Members at Large: Mary Ellen Irons 426-8410, 207 Archer Dr, Santa
Cruz; Kim Hayes monkeyflowerkim@aol.com;
Ernie Wasson sluggo@cruzio.com


